
 

 

1. What is Rigger’s Liability? 

a. Rigger’s Liability is easily one of the most misunderstood terms regarding crane and 

rigging insurance.  Many times, people confuse the General Liability policy of a company 

engaged in rigging activities with the Inland Marine coverage that covers property of 

others that is being rigged or set into place.  Rigger’s Liability does not necessarily 

pertain to the General Liability policy.  If a rigger drops a load and it lands on a car and 

injures someone, the General Liability policy covers damage to the car, and when the 

injured party sues.  What a General Liability typically does not cover is what the 

company was lifting, because there is a standard “care, custody, and control” exclusion 

embedded in the base policy form.  The traditional method of covering this exposure is 

by buying a Rigger’s Liability policy under the Inland Marine to provide coverage for 

what is being lifted by the rigger. 

 

2. What is the NY labor law and how does it affect insurance rates? 

a. While high profile crane and rigging accidents are one cause for the high insurance rates 

in New York, it is not the main driver.  There is no single contributing factor more 

detrimental to insurance rates in New York than Labor Law 240 and 241 which imposes 

strict liability for “gravity related” injuries.  In virtually every other state, when an 

employee is injured, the Workers’ Compensation policy responds as the sole remedy to 

the injured employee.  To simplify a rather complex subject, In New York, the law is such 

that an injured employee can effectively sue other parties, such as General Contractors 

or Property Owners, for failure to provide a safe work environment.  The damages from 

these lawsuits typically end up being “kicked back” to the contractor’s General Liability 

policy because they have signed an agreement in which they hold others harmless or list 

such parties as an Additional Insured.  The result is that an injured employee can collect 

Worker’s Compensation benefits, and also receive damages under the employer’s 

General Liability policy by virtue of suing other parties.  These types of lawsuits happen 

in other states, but the laws in those jurisdictions typically limit damages based on the 

injured party’s contributory negligence, or failure to act prudently.  Although there are 

some legitimate injuries, this law, combined with rampant fraud among certain bad 

actors in the legal and medical field, has resulted in many insurance carriers simply 

unwilling to do business in the State of New York.  This lack of competition and 

abnormally high settlements ultimately drives up the insurance rates.   

 

3. What is Additional Insured Status? 

a. Simply put, granting another party Additional Insured status is giving that entity access 

to your insurance policy.  It is a method that an organization utilizes to garner the 

benefits of not having their insurance policy respond to liability caused, in whole or in 

part, by the negligent acts of another party.  For example, if a property owner hires a 

rigger to set a piece of equipment and there is an accident, the property owner will seek 

protection under the rigging contractor’s policy.  There are several versions of 



 

  

 

Additional Insured endorsements available in the marketplace depending on the 

operations of the policyholder. 

 

4. What is a Waiver of Subrogation? 

a. When an insurance company pays a claim, the carrier can attempt to recover funds from 

other at fault parties; this is called subrogation.  For example, although a rigger’s 

General Liability policy paid a claim, perhaps the claim was caused by another trade 

contractor on site.  In this scenario, the insurance company may try to subrogate against 

the other at fault parties insurance carrier.  The policy holder typically has the right to 

waive his insurance company’s right to subrogate prior to a loss when required in a 

written contract. 

 

5. What is Primary and Non-Contributory insurance? 

a. Primary and Non-Contributory insurance has to do with the order in which an insurance 

policy responds.  The intent is that a contractor’s insurance policy will respond before 

(primary) other policies, such as those of a general contractor or property owner, and 

also will not seek contribution (non-contributory) from those other policies.  This 

coverage is often sought for rigging contractors, but not typically required for pure 

crane rental operations; contracting versus equipment rental to a third party is the 

differentiating factor.   

 

 


