
   
          

                        
            
    
 

            Quality is key!    

          Bella Inspection Services, LLC 
 Kelly Joyce-Shapiro, President                
 266 Merrick Road, Suite 110                                 PH. 516-837-3222 
         Lynbrook, NY 11563                               Fax. 516-792-3393 

 

NYC DOB Tower Crane 3
rd

 Party Report FAQ’s 
 

 

 

How does a NYC tower crane 3
rd

 party inspection differ from an ordinary tower crane 

inspection? 

The DOB requires that the inspection be performed in an unassembled state according to a 

specific protocol that the DOB has issued.  

 

Who can perform a 3
rd

 party inspection? 

The DOB has not stipulated any particular set of qualifications for inspectors, but they have 

been requiring that the report be issued under the seal of a licensed professional engineer or an 

AWS Certified Weld Inspector.  

 

Who hires the 3
rd

 party inspection agency? 

The inspector can be hired either by the crane owner or the crane user. 

 

Who submits the 3
rd

 party report? 

The crane EOR must submit the report with an endorsement letter. 

 

Who reviews and approves the 3
rd

 party report?  

The Chief Inspector of the C&D Division or a deputy reviews the report and issues comments, 

approving the report after all comments are issued. 

 

How long does it take for approval? 
If there are only minor comments from the Chief Inspector, the review period could be as little 

as two weeks.  

 

Can the tower crane CN be approved without a 3
rd

 party report approval? 

No. 
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What is inspected and to what extent? 

The inspection covers all of the structural, mechanical, electrical and control components of the 

crane.  Welds are checked visually and by magnetic particle.  Wire ropes are fully inspected 

end-to-end.  Slew bearing play must be measured, but most other component inspections are 

just visual.  

 

What is excluded from the report?  

Fabricated components that are not from the crane manufacturer are not included in this 

inspection.  Components that will be added in later phases are submitted later through 

Inspection Now. The report includes only the crane in an unassembled state and is done prior to 

shipping to the site.  

 

What other information is provided in the report? 

The crane owner must make disclosures such as listing the crane history and any prior structural 

repairs.  Inspector must certify that the maintenance records have been reviewed to assure that 

the maintenance correlates to the manufacturer’s schedule. Daily and monthly inspection 

checklists must be provided.  

 

Are foundation elements part of the 3
rd

 party report? 

The 3
rd

 party inspection report for foundation elements are typically submitted for review and 

approval separately in advance of the main report.  The crane foundation will not be approved 

without prior approval of this report.  
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